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By Mary Losik 
 
 Good Shepherd is upgrading to a 

more streamlined online provider for 
e-Giving beginning in April. The Faith 
Direct solution offers e-giving options 
for electronic funds deducted from a 
bank account or credit/debit cards 
while extending e-giving options to 
include school tuition assistance, the 
Good Shepherd Endowment Fund, The 
Leaven subscription and more seasonal 
options.  

 Faith Direct is a simple and secure 
giving platform that works 
directly with banks and credit 
card companies in the same 
way as other electronic funds 
transfer payments that 
parishioners may already 
conduct, such as utility bills 
and mortgages. “Many in our 
congregation had been asking 
for this convenience, 
especially for more credit card options 
and spontaneous giving thru text-to-
give,” said Mary Losik, Director of 
Stewardship Development. “Today, 
with most of the world using some 
form of online giving, the Finance 
Council recognized the need to offer a 
faster, simpler, more direct way of 
giving than what was previously 
offered.” 

Church staff researched various 
providers to find the perfect fit for 
Good Shepherd parishioners. Faith 
Direct processes donations for more 
than 600 churches and over 1,000 
donors nationwide. The company is 
based in Alexandria, Virginia and was 
founded in 2004. 

 
Parishioner  benefits  
For parishioners, Faith Direct offer 

many tangible benefits: an easy menu 
of giving options, dedicated customer 
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service team, security, account 
management, convenience, peace of 
mind and savings by no longer writing 
offertory checks.  

Another benefit is flexibility. Users 
can schedule donations to be processed 
on either the fourth or 15th day of the 
month. Besides offertory, the site 
includes monthly and weekly options 
for the Building Fund, School Tuition 
assistance, Easter flowers and the 
Easter collection for priests.  

 All transactions are processed 
electronically only for the amount 
designated. Only authorized users on 
each account can make changes. 
Donations are processed in one 
transaction for the total offertory, 
campaign and/or second collection 
donation amounts designated. There 
are no fees to change a payment. 
Parishioners will receive an email with 
a summary of their upcoming donation 
so there are no surprises. Good 
Shepherd will receive donations within 
five business days.  

“Text-to-Give” will be implemented 
in the future for the spontaneous, non-
cash carrying younger generation and 
also to fundraise for the Church’s 
various groups, such as El Salvador 
and the Fall Festival. 

For parishioners who are used to 
placing envelopes in the collection 
basket, Faith Direct provides cards for 
the offertory as a visible sign of an 
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electronic donation. The cards are 
personalized with the user’s name, 
church ID number and church name. 
Users will receive a packet of cards about 
two weeks after enrollment, and again 
each year on the anniversary of 
enrollment. Additional cards can be 
requested at any time. 

  
Church  benefits  
Benefits to the church include 

predictable cash flow and better 
budgeting and planning, less 
hands-on maintenance, easy-to-
read monthly reports that can be 
imported to the accounting 
software instead of manually 
input, less wasted paper and 
ability to receive spontaneous 
donations. 

 
Easy sign up 

 Introductory letters were mailed 
March 6-7 to all donors in the past year, 
including present e-givers. Complete 
information was given to current donors 
about enrollment in Faith Direct: a link to 
the URL with temporary passwords for 
those using bank transfers or a URL with 
sign-in information and a cancellation 
reminder to WeShare for credit card 
users. 

New church members can enroll online 
at faith.direct/KS1030 and click on 
Recurring eGiving or Make a One-Time 
Gift Now. Parishioners can download the 
Faith Direct application onto their phone 
from the Apple Store or Google Play. 

 “We encourage all families to use this 
convenient way of giving to Good 
Shepherd,” Mary said.  

For questions, please email 
info@faithdirect.net or call toll free 1-
866-507-8757. 

 



	 A true spirit of giving 

Lollapalooza 2020 postponed 

The Shepherd’s Call monthly 
newsletter is in need of volun-
teers to write articles and/or take 
photos. The time commitment 
should be no more than a few 
hours a month. To volunteer or 
to submit story ideas, contact 
Editor Michele Logan-Hynes at 
micheleloganhynes@gmail.com. 

Calling	all	volunteers	
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By Ruth Misiewicz 
 
What’s more fun than a birthday 

party? Cake, candles, balloons, games 
and presents — lots of presents! But 
the Shum children — Ruthie (10), Jai 
(9) and Bodhi (7) — had a different 
idea of birthday fun!  

The children recently shared a joint 
birthday party, and while they had 
previously often 
requested “no gifts,” 
this year they 
decided “to leverage 
the opportunity to do 
a small act of 
charitable giving,” 
said mom Candice. 

Several of the 
children’s friends 
had hosted parties in 
which they collected 
donations for local 
animal shelters, but 
Ruthie had recently 
visited the Catholic 
Charities Food 
Pantry with her Girl 
Scout troop. Her mother said, “It was 
an eye-opening experience for her to 
learn that some of our neighbors are 
challenged with consistently providing 
meals for their families.” 

So, the children decided to ask 
their guests to donate canned goods for 
the food pantry instead of bringing 
gifts for the birthday celebrants. And 
what a response they got. “They were 
all so generous. We filled up four 
laundry baskets with canned 
goods. Some brought cases of 
vegetables from Costco,” Ruthie said. 
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And those four baskets turned into 
more than 20 grocery bags and boxes 
that the family delivered to the food 
truck at Good Shepherd on February 
23. “It’s amazing how a small request 
can make a big difference. We knew 
our friends would gladly donate, but 
the bounty of their generosity was 

overwhelming,” 
Candice noted. 

The children, 
all students at 
Good Shepherd 
school, agree that 
they will make this 
an annual event. 
Ruthie commented 
that she liked the 
way the people 
who visited the 
food pantry were 
able to shop like 
they were in a 
market and that 
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Lollapalooza, Under the 
Boardwalk, Good Shepherd’s largest 
fundraiser of the year, is being 
postponed due to coronavirus concerns. 
March directives from Archbishop 
Joseph F. Naumann call for the 
cancelation of all non-essential parish 
gatherings and Johnson County health 
officials issued a 30-day “stay-at-
home” order for all residents.  

 “We wish we could celebrate with 
you, but because of the day-to-day 
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made her feel good. 
“We’re lucky that our children are 

growing up in a community like Good 
Shepherd that provides so many 
opportunities for charitable 
giving.  Giving is part of the culture here 
and a necessary lesson for young 
people,” Candice concluded, “They, of 
course, want gifts, but through the 
classroom and parish teachings they 
know that there is more value in giving 
to those in need.”  

Tom Tritsch, coordinator of the 
monthly food drive, added, “Bishop 
Robert Barron often says, ‘Your life is 
not about you!’ This is a perfect example 
of that, and it is comforting to know that 
these children understand how we must 
live our lives — by thinking of others 
first. They show us that the gifts we 
receive are meant to be given away. As 
Mother St. Theresa said, ‘At the end of 
our lives we…will be judged by: ‘I was 
hungry and you gave me to eat.’”	
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uncertainty surrounding the coronavirus, 
we felt it was best to move this event to a 
later date,” said Mary-Catherine 
Reinert, Chair of Lollapalooza. “We 
encourage you to stay in touch with the 
Church as new plans develop and we will 
be sure to keep you informed as new 
details become available!  

  “We also want to extend our prayers 
to you during this time and look forward 
to seeing you soon.”   
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By Mary Morin 
 
 “We live with one foot locally and 

one foot globally. One will get very 
stretched,” suggested guest speaker 
Sister Maureen Hall, SCL, at the 
Women’s Day of Reflection 
conference on February 24 in the Good 
Shepherd social hall. 

 “Each of us 
lives in three houses: 
one consists of 
parents, siblings, 
spouses and 
children. The second 
is our church family. 
The third is where 
we are involved in 
the community.” she 
concluded. 

 “Sister Maureen presented riveting 
real life stories that made the Lenten 
reflections burst alive,” said attendee 
Jackie Spicer. “I felt pulled in to 
listen and imagine how I would 
respond in each opportunity she 
presented. Exhausting, but 
enlightening as well. 

”This season of Lent gives us the 
chance to reflect on opportunities to 
improve our lives and those of others,” 
she continued. “We are all on the same 
journey. But our journeys take many 
different roads. Sometimes we cross a 
path together and find new meaning or 
purpose to our part of the journey. 

Sister  shares inspiring stories du ring Women’s  Day  
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Lent is a perfect time to act on this.”  
This day came at just the right time 

for the 63 women present. 
 “We heard inspiring, prayerful, 

wonderful stories tied to our scripture. 
They made the scripture come alive 
and relatable to everyday problems,” 

said participant Janie 
Kuklenski. “I knew it 
had an impact on me 
when I found myself 
praying for that 
difficult person in my 
life, instead of 
resenting them. I thank 
God for Sister 
Maureen.” 

Said Sister 
Maureen, “When you say yes to Jesus, 
you muck in the mud. It is messy to 
say ‘yes’ to discipleship. What you 
have said ‘yes’ to has shaped your 
journey, as have the ‘no’s’.” 

 “I felt very special,” said 
parishioner Veronica Quinn. “I got 
lots of great tidbits from the speaker. 
The best part was that I made two new 
friends. One doesn’t realize how much 
of a break is needed until you take 
one.” 

Jesus had three soul friends: Peter, 
James and John. Who are yours? Know 
that they will accompany you on your 
faith journey through life.  
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By Brad Roder 
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 

#11126 of Good Shepherd continued 
its tradition of serving a delicious, 
meatless Lenten meal to our parish 
community on February 28 and March 
6 in the parish social hall.   

A motto hanging on the social hall 
wall says, "It always tastes right when 
served by a Knight!" The group lived 
up to its word with a variety of 
delectable options, including baked 
tilapia and fried catfish as the main 
courses. Papa Murphy’s provided 
cheese pizza. Macaroni and cheese, 
french fries, coleslaw and desserts 
were prepared and served by Knights 
and their families for all to enjoy. 

Lenten Fish Frys provide good meal and fun for all		
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And enjoy they did. More than 300 
parishioners enjoyed the first Fish Fry, 
with many having told their friends 
about it because even more attended 
the March 6 fry. As this event is the 
major fundraiser to help the Knights 
finance the many charitable gifts they 
provide throughout the year, good 
turnouts are a gift that keeps on giving. 

"It is a fantastic meal," said Knight 
Jack Carson, "and a chance for the 
Knights to bring the parish together 
and show our appreciation." 

The remaining Fish Frys are 
cancelled amid the parish's many 
changes because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

This month’s featured Outreach 
ministry is the Food Kitchen. 

 
By Ruth Misiewicz  

 
• Ministry: Members of Good 

Shepherd parish prepare and serve 
lunch to the hungry on the third 
Tuesday of every month at the Food 
Kitchen housed at the Wilhelmina 
Gill Services Center in Kansas City, 
Kansas.  

• Results: In February, 30 
volunteers served baked pasta, salad, 
fruit, bread and dessert to 288 
patrons. Many other volunteers 
shopped for perishable items, picked 
up donations, prepared food, loaded 
and transported food, donated money 
and staples, and cleaned up and 
washed towels/aprons after serving. 
In 2019, 3,907 diners were served.  

• Faith in Action: For 36 years, 
Good Shepherd parishioners have 
fulfilled the Corporal Work of Mercy 
to feed the hungry through this 
ministry.  

• Thank you: Special thanks to 
volunteers Ruth Owens and Marcia 
Mielke who coordinated the luncheon 
and to all volunteers who generously 
shared their time and resources.  

• Response: “The Good 
Shepherd community has supported 
this effort in many ways, and so many 
dedicated volunteers make sure 
everything is ready to go each month. 
They make our job so much easier,” 
Marcia said. “Although there are so 
many involved in this ministry — too 
many to name individually — we 
want you to know how important you 
are and how appreciated you are.”  

Contact: If you are interested in 
assisting with this effort in the future, 
please contact Marcia at 
mielkemarcia@aol.com or Ruth at 
rowens@everestkc.net. 



	 Volunteers make, donate  
sack lunches to the needy 

Parish Council 
meeting minutes 

	

Theatre	at	Vis,	part	of	the	drama	ministry	at	Visitation	parish	in	Kansas	City,	Missouri,	
presented	a	thought-provoking	interpretation	of	the	Stations	of	the	Cross	on	March	6.	The	
performance	included	song,	dance	and	monologue	to	bring	the	Stations	to	life	and	offer	
perspective	for	a	modern-day	audience.	Stations	gave	attendees	an	opportunity	to	reflect	on	
Christ’s	immense	love,	as	demonstrated	in	His	suffering,	death	and	resurrection.		
Photo	by	Ruth	Misiewicz	

Stations,	A	Musical	Dramaturgy	
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By Marcia Mielke 
 
With Americans making changes 

in the face of the coronavirus outbreak, 
it became readily apparent that serving 
Irish stew in paper bags to the patrons 
of St Mary’s Food Kitchen on St. 
Patrick’s Day would not go over well. 

Instead, volunteers quickly 
switched gears to prepare sack lunches 
for the Wilhelmina Gill Services 
Center in Kansas City, Kansas. Four 
volunteers cooked 100 pounds of beef 
roasts for barbecue sandwiches. Forty 
pounds of the beef were purchased 
through the commodity program for 
$1.00. Many more volunteers gathered 
to shred the beef to make 308 barbecue 
sandwiches along with 140 peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches. 

The wrapped sandwiches, fruit, 
chips, cookies and water were added to 
individual paper bags, loaded onto 
three trucks and distributed at the door 
by the Center’s kitchen manager. 
Volunteers are unable to participate in 
food servicing during this epidemic. 

The Center will distribute sack 
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lunches only going forward, while 
Kansas City, Kansas officials continue 
to monitor the ongoing outbreak.  

“We are grateful for those who 
made this day one to remember, from 
the generous volunteers to the Knights 
of Columbus donation of cookies from 
the fish fry,” said Marcia Mielke, who 
helped coordinate the event. 

By Mary Mueller 
 
The Parish Council meeting on 

March 5 began with prayer and faith 
sharing and moved into a discussion 
about the “Called and Gifted” offerings 
that are currently taking place around the 
archdiocese.   

Several parishioners attended a 
weekend training session, others are 
covering the same materials in an online 
learning course and more are planning to 
attend a day-long training session at 
Sacred Heart Church in Shawnee, 
Kansas. This pilot group will gather to 
discuss opportunities for the parish to 
engage in the process, which invites 
people to discover their charisms and 
how they are being called to use those 
charisms in service of the world. 

Charism is the Greek word used in 
the New Testament for “favor” or 
“gratuitous gift.” Charisms, or spiritual 
gifts, are special abilities given to 
Christians by the Holy Spirit to give 
them power both to represent Christ and 
to be a channel of God's goodness for 
people. Whether extraordinary or 
ordinary, charisms should be exercised in 
the service of God.  

A new weekly newsletter – the first 
of which was sent March 20 – informs 
parishioners about events that will be 
taking place the following week at Good 
Shepherd. The newsletter is delivered on 
Fridays through Flocknotes. Parishioners 
can opt in to the newsletters via 
Flocknotes. To sign up for Flocknotes, 
which enables parishioners to receive 
mail or text message updates about 
groups they are interested in, go to 
flocknote.com/GSShawnee. 

The Finance Council made its first 
mid-year financial update available: Pew 
receipts are up, but the Church is still 
looking at a major budget shortfall. An 
open Finance Council meeting will take 
place on May 14 at 7 p.m.   

In attendance at the meeting were Fr. 
Kent, Robb Garr, Ruth Misiewicz, 
John Kelble, Dawn Grabs, Eduardo 
Martin del Campo, Joe Ruszczyk, 
John Sigle, Mike Meurer and Mary 
Mueller. Robb Garr and Dan Frank 
were absent. 

 



	

	 

School News 
Good Shepherd Student Council creates “Oh 
the Place You’ll Go with Kindness Week”	

	

Celebrating Lent 	
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By Samantha Roy 
 
The Student Council promoted 

positive classroom behavior with the 
theme “Oh the Places You’ll Go with 
Kindness Week” March 2-6. Each day 
celebrated a different aspect of 
spreading kindness.   

To start the week off with a bang, 
parents received a kindness activity 

board that encouraged students to 
complete five kind acts and five 
reading challenges by the end of the 
week to be entered into a prize 
drawing. Student Council members 
also created positive messages and 
posters from Dr. Seuss books to greet 
students as they entered school.  

During a pep rally at the beginning 
of the week students watched a 
short video about Dr. Seuss 
and his message of kindness. 
Students then participated in 
several activities, including pin 
the hat on the cat and a word 
puzzle. Sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade students 
competed to see who could 
read Dr. Seuss books with the 
most expression. Eighth 
graders Max Meyer and 
Malcolm Russell won with 
their amazing rap of “One 
Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue 
Fish.” Said Malcolm, “It was 
fun performing in front of the 
school.”   
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Classrooms also decorated their 
doors with a favorite quote or a phrase 
from a favorite book. Students dressed 
up in comfy pajamas and 
acknowledged their friendship for one 
another by participating in a buddy 
activity sponsored by the Literacy 
Committee.    

Following school mass on 
Wednesday, students wore hats that 
supported the theme “The Cat in the 
Hat” knows about kindness while 
classrooms participated in a lesson 
around the theme.   

Thursday’s theme recognized the 
uniqueness of each child. Students 
brought in an item about themselves to 
share during “show and tell.” As the 
week came to an end, students 
received a Dr. Seuss kindness 
bookmark and participated in a 
teambuilding activity to promote 

kindness and cooperation.  
 “I enjoyed how the school came 

together as a community as the week 
finished,” Max said. 

The Student Council organization 
is sponsored by Sarah Swearngin, 
Sammi Tyler and Rachel Wagner. 

By Katy Green 
 
Lent is a special time of year in the 

liturgical calendar. It is the time to 
prepare for the most holy days of the 
entire year – the Triduum. Pope Francis 
said, “Lent comes providentially to 
reawaken us, to shake us from our 
lethargy.” Good Shepherd school 
students are awakening their spiritual 
lives during Lent with a variety of 
activities. 

Stations of the Cross 
For the first two weeks of Lent, Good 

Shepherd school celebrated Stations of 
the Cross with a different format each 
week. The first week the children 
participated in Stations of the Cross with 
their classroom. At each station was a 
meaningful object that was special to the 
station.  

During the second week of Lent sixth 
graders hosted a traveling Stations of the 
Cross in which students visited various 
locations throughout the church and 
school to worship at each station.  

Classrooms created a “Jesus” tree, a 
devotional that begins with Jesus’s birth 
and ends with the Resurrection. Students 
read a different Bible story each day that 
had a corresponding ornament placed on 
a big classroom cross. Students colored 
the ornaments and the crosses were 
proudly displayed throughout the school. 

In addition, teachers displayed 
Resurrection figurine sets. Good 
Shepherd purchased the displays for Lent 
several years ago and they quickly 
become a Lenten classroom favorite.  

“They added a little Lenten spirit to 
our classroom and they reminded me of 
Jesus’ sacrifice,” said Kennedy Nash, a 
fourth grade student.  

Lenten activity calendar 
School families received a Lenten 

activity calendar to work on together at 
home. Mauricio Sanchez, a fourth grade 
student, shared that his favorite activity 
was to “Look at a crucifix and tell Jesus 
that you accept whatever suffering He 
sends you.” Mauricio learned from his 
parents that the crucifix hanging in their 
home is very old and has been in the 
family a long time.  

Students were excited to celebrate all 
of Lent; however, school was cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 epidemic.  



	
Many Good Shepherd men are under construction 

Volunteers	began	planting	onions,	potatoes	and	Brussels	sprouts	in	the	
community	garden	at	Good	Shepherd	while	also	practicing	social	
distancing.	“There	will	be	more	need	this	year	for	fresh	vegetables,”	
said	volunteer	Donna	Cornett.	“We	hope	and	pray	for	hardy	crops	and	
a	life	back	to	normal	soon.”	

Community gardeners plant crops  
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By Mike Rosales  
  
“I am leaving the Catholic church.” 

That shocking statement was 
witnessed by 22 Good Shepherd men 
(led by Deacon Marcos) who attended 
the 24th “Men Under Construction” 
conference on February 29 at 
Ascension Church, Overland Park, 
Kansas. 
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The statement, made by speaker 
Dan Spencer, referred to comments 
made by at least 50 to 80 percent of the 
Catholic church’s young people. 
“What did we do wrong?” Dan 
asked. He advised the group to 
create a vision of a multi-
generational spiritual legacy for 
the generations that are to follow.   

Deacon Marcos said he “felt a 
deep spiritual feeling fill the 
room” when Spencer advised men 
to write letters to their 
grandchildren about why the 
legacy of being Catholic is 
important.   

As the featured speaker, 
Kansas City Chief’s punter Dustin 
Colquitt talked about evangelism. He 
converted to the Catholic faith in April 
2019 at the age of 36.   

Colquitt’s speech was followed by 
Fr. Andrew Mattingly, associate pastor 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel, Kansas 
City, Missouri. He spoke about Church 
on the Hill, a program that reaches out 
to a quarter million young people in the 
Kansas City metro area. 

Speakers Tony Brandt and Chris 
Stewart made a lively speech to 
enthuse the group to live the pillars of 
evangelization, which are imitation of 
Christ, be hospitable, be inspirational, 
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be sacramental, be formational, and be 
full of a mission of reconciling humanity 
to the Father. 

“I found all of the speakers to be very 
inspiring,” said first-time attendee Tom 
Tritsch.  

The day-long conference was 
attended by 750 men from parishes 
throughout the Kansas City metro area.  

Lauren Larson, who also attended 
his first conference, said the “sound of 
750 men singing together sent chills 
down my spine.” He agreed with others 
attendees that “the message about how to 
be a better father and husband was the 
most touching.” 

The conference closed with a mass 
and inspiring homily by Archbishop 
Naumann. 

Soup’s on! 
 

By Mary Mueller 
 
Some Lenten traditions you 

can count on:  ashes, fasting, tuna 
casserole, and, here at Good 
Shepherd, Soup Suppers! 

This year, parishioners who 
attended the Tuesday evening 
dinners were treated to Engage: 
Word on Fire, a formation and 
evangelization resource that 
highlights the work and teachings 
of Bishop Robert Barron. While 
all parishioners have access to 
Word on Fire through 
Flocknotes, Good Shepherd 
highlighted the course on “The 
Eucharist” for soup suppers. The 
dinners were hosted by 
volunteers and Parish Life 
Commissions 

Accessing the material with 
ease was possible thanks to 
generous donations of new 
technology including a computer, 
screen and projector that allowed 
everyone to gather together in the 
social hall to learn. 

Two dinners, two 
enlightening formation sessions 
and excellent conversation 
around the tables nourished all 
participants on their Lenten 
journeys. 



	

	 Let’s welcome...	

Scott	and	Emily	Rollheiser	and	their	
daughter	Elyse.	Scott	is	an	integration	

architect	at	Cerner	and	Emily	is	a	medical	
coder	at	St.	Luke's.	They	joined	Good	

Shepherd	last	fall.	

Audra	Gomez	Espy	and	her	children	Kailah,	
Lauren	and	Aubrie.	They	joined	our	parish	
last	fall	and	previously	were	members	of	

Holy	Cross.	They	enjoy	family	time,	
animals	and	nature. 

Kittie	Umscheid.	Kittie	is	a	secretary	at	
Johnson	County	Community	College	and	

enjoys	spending	time	with	her	16	
grandchildren.	Other	interests	include	

sewing,	quilting,	traveling	and	
volunteering. 

Molly	Gallagher.	Molly	is	retired	and	
joined	the	parish	in	July	after	her	move	

here	from	Wheaton,	Ill.	She	enjoys	knitting	
and	reading	and	says,	"I	love	all	the	

ministries	you	have!" 

Eric	and	Katie	Vossman	and	their	children	
Graham,	Summer	and	Bella.They	joined	

the	parish	last	summer.	Eric	is	a	contractor	
and	Katie	is	a	designer.	They	enjoy	the	

outdoors,	golf	and	travel.	

Patricia,	Andres	and	Camila	(not	pictured)	
Moreno.	They	previously	belonged	to	St,	
John	the	Evangelist	parish	in	Kansas	City,	
Kansas.	Patricia	is	in	banking	and	loves	

spending	time	with	her	family	and	friends.	
	


